SCROOGE-LIKE PENSIONS MINISTER MALCOLM WICKS CRITICISES YOUNG PEDPLE
FOR SPENDING ALL THEIR MONEY ON “ALCOHOL, CD’'s, DVD's AND SO ON

Government Minister Maleolm Wicks showed 3 distinet lack of tact recently when he said that "young people waste money
on fun”. He insisted that people in their 20°s and 30's should be spending their money on personal pensions and denied
that they were being deterred by the burden of morlgages and lopup feas. He alsoe sugdested thal workers should
consider moving jobs If thelr current employer did not offer a good pension package and should consider taking a lower
salary for a better pension.

PERTH & KINROSES PENSIONERS FORUM through personal exparience have drafled "PENSIONS THROUGH THE AGES".

FENSIQN § THRGUGH THE AGES
AGE 2%'}

This is the t|me thn ytrung pcﬂple want o v::l‘ur:r'g.f thcmscluc“ and r:ghﬂy 50

iy mld_ agc I wantm cnjoy IIfe and Al iy money mll gr:u ona car a ﬂat and agood tm’re

- AGE 30 i il Hi _ _
Pay money for a pension? | have a partner, a house, a car, and 3 family to'look after. There is nothing left for extra's.
You are telling me that | need o put E370 & manth away to have a retirement pension of ;F 20,000 per annum at 85
—and it has to sftartnnwl Thm'* cloud cuakr:m Iand a5 far as [.am comcrned :

AGE 40
'm beginning to get a bit worricd about this pensian bu*lneas all the.;e ﬂtct fogtes are on atmut The local pensioner’s
forum keep writing in the papers about pensioners. pnuefrty
Maybe | should think about a pension as the state pension isa jﬂkE‘ 1nd l would Ilke to retire when | am 5. The
company has a pension fcheme which | have contributed to but'| was late in gettlng in, and because | changed my job
Chwill not get the full benefit. | have been told that a number of companies are upping the date when you can retire,
L Evernmore worr}flr}g is that if | retire early | get a smaller pension and some now say that if you retire at 60 you can get
up to 40% less, have spoken to the company accountant and he say's that | can put:in 15% of my salary and the
company will F.TLIle'I rrmre diepending on whal job responsitality | bave in the company. He reminded me that pensions
Frave tax henﬁﬁm as the gmi';:mmer]t prntributes Qﬁp for every ?Ep '}-'DIJ pa'yr i the only drawback is that YO ust by
an annhuity i you retire: bemro You- are ‘.7",:'

AGE 20 -

- This is getting reaily scfr[ous and ever wlth The Iast 10 years fnvested in a pension plan | am nowhere near my target.
There istalk ot rEdUhdaﬂC}" and ever if| gat anather job it will be on less balary Ha ve you seen what MP's and MSP's
get far a pension? | wish | had a job in the council or had joined the civil service. All this talk about pensioner's
poverty and the report called “low cost. but adcquate say’s that @ couple whoown their own home ¢an live on £170

aweek,

AGE 60

We are now! beihg to!d that penélnners are living too long and that there is too marty of them.
B Gountrms da? Whatthcy dois pot a h@,héf% af the wealth of the country (G.D: P} into Iooktng after pensmners
= [taly 14%, France 12% - the UK. amiserable 4%, Inthe U5 companre& have joint sa~.r|ng$ plans where 52 million
cemployess elect Lo rrmhe valunlary sonbrbulions z‘lr:d_ the sompany adds 50%. This is O.K but the money then has 1o
be invested so that it can generate a gnal retur.
!n the UK. £2@D GDCI muested can give an anr‘:ual income of £10,000 a year.

AGE 65 in

Alotis Known in the 'Ll H ab@ut the association between old age and retirement but little research has been done

examining the rf::-iatmrishlp betweer the start of retiremeant and th&-‘- probability of being poar.: The universily of Essex
Chas pmdurer‘i the follmwmg -.-.-h;oh ynu may firacd :’Jf interest.

-Su what de peﬂsloners of the future do fo ensure a decent income in ratirement.

Start YOUF pension: mr“rrnnutmn uﬁrh-' direat fronm: your salary.

Pay in as munh as WO Car afferd at age 20 pay in total 10%.

Do not rely on a state pension ~ it is inadequate.

s the company pension schemea, & g,uml carripEny will ad{! A percentage.

Atia 1~a~at resort take out & stakeholder | pEnsion :

Look at all the options - different folk - different pensions

7. Do net miss: pa}fmen»ts - high penalties ensue.

B Trynol 1o La’ﬁe yuur pension early,

el Cﬂnﬂtantiv rC-a55e55 your pcnsmn necds. cnch yoar, Tr':, toincrease the amount each year,

@ﬁ%ﬁwr




PENSION CREDIT LOCAL PENSION SERVICE

The Pension Service is part of The Department For Work And Pensions and is the government arganisation responsible for
paying State Retirement Pension. Pension Credit and Winter Fuel payments.

The day 1o day administration of claims is handled from a Pension Centre in Dundee (Tel 0845 B060265), although a
Local Service for Perth & Kinross does exist.

The Local Service carties out Home Visits where required, has Information Surgeries and arranges Lalks Lo any interasted
groups, all with the sole aim of ansuring Lhal sl Pensioners are claiming all their entitlements,

In Highland Perthshire there are Information Surgeries in Kinloch Rannach {monthly - 15t Tuesday of the month 10 am to
12 noon in the Health Centre), Pitlochry, (Wednesday mormings 10 am to 12 noan - fortnightly m Lhe Local Aulhority
Hausing Office), Aberfeldy {Tuesday aflerncons 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm - fortnightly in the Health Centre) and Blairgowrie
(Tuesday mornings 10 am to 12 noon - fortnightly in the Local Autharity Housing Office).

For mare details on the Information Surgeries or arranging a talk The Pension Service Local Service for Perth & Kinross
can he contacted on 01738 412105,

{ If you naad ta contact The Peanslon Service:

By Telephone: Oy Past: i
0845 60 60 265 The Pansion Sarvice HEL
Monday to Friday between 8 am and 8 pim PO Box 10141 DUNDEE DD1 9P% T

In Person 2t any of the following local surgeries:
A. K. Bell Library, Perth, every Thursday 10 am to 12 noon
St. Margaret's Hospital, Auchterarder, Wednesday's 1.30 pm to 2,30 pm, 26th May, 9th & 22rd June
Kinloch Rannoch Medical Centre, Tussday's 10 am to 12 noon, 25th May & 22nd June
Aberfeldy Health Centre, Tuesday's 1.20 pm 1o 3.30 pm, L1th & 25th May, 8th & 22nd June
Pltlochry Houslng Office, Wednesday's 10 am to 12 noon, 19th May, 2nd, 16th & 30th June
Blalrgawrle Housing Office, Tuesday's 10 am 10 12 noon. 18th May, 1st, 15th & 25th June
Criaff Leaming Centre, Wednesday's, 10 am to 12 noon, 12th & 26th May, Sth & 23rd June
Kinrose Health Cantra, Thursday's, 2.00 pm to 4,00 pm, 20th May, 3rd & 17th lune

Driving Licences

Age Concern considers the policy of making peaple
rErew Lheir drwmg, licenoes at the age of ¥ and
every subsequent 3 years to be discriminatory. We
have mnqmtentl}r made this point in the annual -
consultation on driving EIGEHCE fees since 1997, The
Government's counter Eargumont s that the DA
must be selffinancing. The renswal Tee is nn_eded;
to cover the costs incurred when the DVLA has to
make further investigations to ascertain the fithess
Lo drive of g person who has advised them thﬁy have
ane of the prescrlbed medical condntmns However,
thay did listen to our rerﬁresanxa‘tmna that‘thsy ahuuid E
take into. account the spectﬂc burden that any
increases in licence foes have for older dnw.—;r'-; Wlth
exception of renewals for {Ifhﬂrlg buses or Iﬁrne&,

If ynu are a HﬁUﬁEHGLBER
getting any of the following:

Attendance Allowance @ Council Tax Benefit ;
Disahility Living Allowance Family Credit
Disability Waorking Allowance Housing Benefit
Disabled Persons Tax Credit Income Support
Waorking Familes Tax Credit. Aged 60 or Over
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance

Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit

War Disabilemenl Pension:

Your are ENTITLED o a Government Grant
of up to £500 for
CAVITY WALL INSULATIONS and/or

LOFT INSULATION up to 200mm

Whichever you choose,
you would also be eligible for
DRAUGHTPROOFING, ENERGY ADVICE,
HOT & COLD TANK, PIPE INSULATIONS.

Even If you are not getting any of the benefits
listed above, stay with usl
call TAYSIDE ENERGY on

FREEPHONE 0500 549139

or 01?33_ 633344
for a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

theirs is the n::nnlz.f tee that is recurring, being payable

every three years. In 1999, the {"nvernment agreed..
that the renewal fee should be reduced from £8to
£6.50 and, unlike other licence fees, this foe has
not been increased since then, We are pleased to

advise that 'tr:nllowmg latest consultation on driving
licenee fees it has been decided to almllﬁh all fees
for older drivers; althmugh they w]H Stlll bﬁ reaurred

to rencw their licences at the ﬂg& of 70 'md Bvery
three years Lher&dﬂ&r At&.u Lhis can Gnly be

introduced ‘when suitable Icglsla‘tlvc qppqrtunmeza

arise’ so we will need to keep an eye on this,

Source: Age Concern




