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ST PENSIONERS
POVERTY Now
CAMPAIGN -

April 20003 Agerel 2004

The campaipn aims o
highlight the scandal of
the 25% of older peaple
whio Live Telow the poserty
lime.

Nowree = Help the Aged

WILL POWER

The clurily Help the Aged
18 wrgbogy people o miake o
will, Fipures Prom the
Ofice of Mationnl
Stutistics show that about
LI peopale div cach
yoear withiout leaving an
up=to=iate will,

Sonrce = Hlelp the Aged

THE GOVERNMEN]T
ANE FENSIONERS

he Prime Minkster bad (o
P twor uncomfortalile
frinths,

Truth Qo iy we lave
exhunusted the bupe fund
ol gl vl Ll el hape that
existed nfter fhe It
clection,

Trwth Two is tlust the
evapurnling pomdwill ix
ol Lo cley with policies it s
T el with getting thinps
done efficiently wod well
aned intervening when
nieessary. The Financial
Services Industry 1= a
shambiles and the
povernment stands hacks
o walcles,

(IR MOTTO

Char national motio in the
last 20 years could have
brecn “Bight as well crjoy
il mow = we eonld be dead
tomoreow™. The trouble is
wie wont el

Sowree - The Crardion

Dox'T RETIRE HURT
Penple approaching
refirement age who are
deferring their persomal
pension {tey may wanl o
keep working longer|
conld face a st exit
peenalty from the pension
provider,

Spverce — Cloye Wealth
Management

LEGISLATION IS WHAT
YOU NEED

The governmuent is wrong
to helieve that anti-social
peope will change hecanse
the low soys so. “Rod
belyivur' by voung
pecple derives from many
preihlems — poverty, poor
[PRPCIIG, Ceamomic
uprporlumly, sehooling and
attainment, and peer
Pressure,

There are no quick fives
for nnti-socind hehaviour.

Members of Committee with John Swinburne, Pensioners M5F

EUROPE HIT BY STRIKES
OVER PENSION CUTS

In May tens of thousands of
Austrians protested in Vienna while
in France 24
transport and energy workers
created havoc. This was becausc
1herr governments Han 10 siash
pEnsIions and raise retirement dgE'
Austria enjoys one of the most
ECNCrous ponsion schemes in
Eurgpe with an average retiremeanl
age of 58 for menand 57 for women,

hour strikes by

THE LOWER PAID LOSE
THE INCENTIVE TO SAVE

Pension anxiety will be fuslled by the
“Statutory Money Purchase
[Hustrations” (SMPI's) for
amplovess. This will show how ite
you might have 1o retire on.

Lower income savers need 1o work
out whether their thrift might be
swallowed up by means testing
rules,

More than 13 million of us wil
recelve this new style forecast of
what their fulure pension might be
Soon.

MP’'s EXPENSES AND
ALLOWANCES

in 2002 MP's voted to Increase the
amount they accumulated in their
fuaranteead hnal salary scheamae by 25%
This improved package is now in deticit
of £25 million and the taxpayer has to
pich up the ll,

Mo a review OF MP's gxpenses has
been taking piace which will see them
receive Increased allowances,

On top of their £55,118 salarles, MP's
are currently entitied to claim £72.310
for staffing cosis. £18.234 Tor
incidental expenses and L19, 722 tor
additional casts & total of £110,2646.
Source = Guardian Unlimited

WHAT CAUSES POVERTY
AND EXCLUSION

Children who are podgr often grow up to
struggie unduly in education and
employmant and may arnve st older age
with lower incomes and pensions,

Commentators disagree as to the
causes by a cyole of depravation often
exisl=s -:1.'-+'-_-;55|r1g ur_:ﬂ.-;_—'_rt:.,- frr_:lm one
generation to the next. We need 10
break this cycle.

Perth & Kinross | Tayside Pensioners Forum work with
Help the Aged - Age Concern - The Community Education and Older
Peoples Service of Perth & Kinress Council - The Police - The Fire Service -
Carers First — The Pension Service - Care Together — NHS Tayside - Scoitish
Hydro Electric - Perth Council of Voluntary Service - Perth & Kinross
Voluntary Transport Group — The Utopia Project (University of Glasqow)

Jain the Pensioners Ferum
by placing tweo first class stamps In an envelepe - stamp and address it to:
JlM FERGUSOM, 3 FEUS PLACE, PERTH PH1 2BH

Fact File

CARERS FIRST

There are 626,00 Carers
i seotland, 10000 of this
number are aped 65 and
over, The 2000 census
indicoted that there were
L2000 Carves in Perlh &
Iinrozs but Care Tnpether
and Uarers Fiest con only
iddentify 2500, We necd (o
Gl ponel sprend b Hhie
rovinsangg 50 0 Lo Lhey
can b supported,

Saprce = Carers Fiest

CANCER
Too 1999 there were 1336
seimen aped 63 anid over
dipnosed with hreast
cpneer, i there were
TULE women aged 65 s
uver dimgosed with all
canvcers. Regubar st
sereening is not availahle
For the nge group so this is
i goael nrgument lor
meddical MOYTy which pive
winmen a check up every
.
Nopree = Ape Concern
OLDER PEOPLE AND
COMIPPUTER LS

Oindy 125 of peaple over
65 com wse the internet,
YOU can learn with Byic
Size Pivees which starls in
July.
TSTOP PLAYING

COHPUTER GAMESF AMD
GET SOME FREsH Al

HOUSE REFAILRS

There are HHLNIF hinuses
in sentland with residents
aged G or over, W of
(b Homses require soome
kind of repair and 20%:
reguine repairs costing
£4,000 or over,

Sowrce - Age Comeern

EXPECTATIONS

e in five people do not
know their finoneinl
expeelution afler
retirement. {ne in seven
have made na pension
provision, while many
more to mod koow how
they will survive
fimanecially when they
relire,

THE SCOTTISH
PENSHINERS
PARLIAMENT

O Comnend fee 33 vl ved
in rovetingy now heing held
tivestablish the puldelines
fosed np thee Seodtish
Pensioners Poglimnent,



Good-bye To
Them All

Wriffen i anlicipeiton of
standing diown from Perth
& Kinross Conncil, in ihe
your aof Chir Eard 2003,

Goodhbye to them all.

The bawlers; mis-
callers; those damn
know-it-nllers,

The complainers,
disclaimers, and
sad lamenlators;
farewell,

And to those who
defame, and leave
YOIl no name,

The clinically
insane, 1 bid you,
odicu.

For now lrecdom
beckons, and in
Just o few seeonds,

Il walk down the
High Strect with a
spring in my step.

Mo moaners 1o stop
me, to hlock me, or
drop me,

Into their world of
peeved discontent.,

Goodbye to them all.
Oflicials who

obfuscate, delay
and prevaricate,

You donr
procastinations I'll
suffer no more.

'The bureaucrats, the
no-can-do-perats,

To whom we must
Llip our caps,

Democracy waits
humbly at your
door.

But now freedom
beckons and in just
o tew seconds,

I'll walk up the High
Strect, happy, not
Brave.

And if some moaner
stops me or blocks
me or drops me,

I turn and say
“Sorey, 'm no
longer your slave'

TIMETABLE FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF PENSION
CREDIT ~ APRIL to SEPTEMBER 2003

Advance application period.

The Pension service write to 20% of non MIG

pensioners, Pensioners on MIG receive details of how much Credit they will

receive.

OCTOBER 2003 - MIG snds. People stari receiving Pension Credit,
OCTOBER 2003 - SEPTEMBER 2004 - Remaining 80% of non MIG pensioners
receive a letter about Pension Credit. Al successiul clams backdated o Oclober

2003, Fonsion Serice

Source

ENTITLEMENT

Many pensioners have misconceplions aboul their enlillament. Some Aassume
thal the Governmenl has all there details and they will be advised if they are

eligible for benefits. THIS IS NOT THE CASE,

Source — House of Commoens Commities of Public ACcouns

“HOME FOR PENSION" DEAL

Hundreds of Lhousands of
employees, |ncluding many
professional people, Tace poverty
i reliremenl Decause They are nol
invesling encaugh in pension funds
COne of the country’'s biggest
insurance firms are drawing up a
plan for a
morigage. On retirement home
owners would be able to draw an
annual pensian against the value

af thesir home using a special credi

!‘-ulH-‘.-!.ZI'rI| |H-"!I'H'IH:'I

card Soinee  Stanparg Life Bank

PENSIONS SWITCH WILL KILL
OFF RURAL POST OFFICES

The Government wants all
pensions to be paid through bank
Accounts becauss i1 1= cheaper, bl
the way forward for the community
and pensioners is to use the local
Post Office card account. 'Small
Post Of ices expect 1o lose 40% of
their revenue,

IS TECHNOLOGY CAUSING YOU
DISCOMFORT, CONFUSION AND
FRUSTRATION

A survey has found that many
lechnolofies used cause problems for
over 50's. Difficulties were often caused
by application and their documentation

Being tao compheated with to much jargon

and nadequate supporl both durnng
learning and ongoing use.
Sowrce = UTOMA Project

heli

Wtanne prons |
Personal Stereo I
Cable TV
iessagng
nteractive TV Il

o a5 50 75 100

% of sampls who correntiy wse this technology

Perth & Kinross Council
Police — Crime Awareness

The Pensions Service

Chairman — Jack Stewart

secretary

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Help the Aged — Advice Service
Q.00 am - 4.00 pm Mongay-Friday and its free

The Fire Service — Stewart Nelson Community Safety

Minimum Income Guarantee Helpline
Retirement Penslon Forecasting Helpline
Staywarm for over 60's. No surprise Dills
Lifelong Leaming for Older People Community Education ©O17385 476 330
Perth & Kinross / Tayside Pensioners Forum

Jim Ferguson, 3 Feus Place, Perth
Media/Communications Ron Macdonald

OBOE 800 6565

01738 475 100
01738 892 642
01738 622 226
0845 60680 265
0800 028 1111
0845 3000 168
Freephone 0800 16894 634

01738 625 130
1738 632 206
01821 €50 674

IE5F %

Note
This

Perth & Kinross
Council and the
Pensioners
Forum discuss
the issues which
concern older
people.

Electric blanket
testing sponsored
hy the Fire
Service starts
again in the
Autumn.

The Police Crime
Awareness Dept.
and the Fire
Service work to
keep pensioners
safe.

There was a
manifesto pledge
by the Scottish
Executive that
the free travel
scheme would be
houndry free all
over Scolland.
We would like
this pledge
honoured.

Apge Concern
Older People’s
Week — 27th
September to 4th
October 2003 —
the Pension
Service will
provide speakers
to advise us on
the Pension
Credit Scheme
which starts in
October.



